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B.4 Group treatment with less information
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C Instructions of the Experiment

Please sit down and read the following instructions. It is important that you read them
attentively. A good understanding of the game is a prerequisite of your success.

After having read the instructions you will continue with a little quiz on the computer
screen. There you will be asked questions that will be easy to answer once you have read

the instructions.

You may take notes but you may not talk to each other.

C.1 The structure of the neighbourhood

£E1yl

T Y2
T3 Ys
Ty Ya
L5 Ys
T Ye
x7 Yr
Tg X9 Ys

Your gain depends on your decision and on the deci-
sion of your two neighbours to the left and your two
neighbours to the right. These four neighbours re-
main the same during the course of the experiment.
You are connected through the computer with these
neighbours. We will not tell who these neighbours
are. Similarly your neighbours will not be told who
you are.

In the diagram on the right side your four neighbours
are shown cross-hatched.
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T2 Y2
. s Also your neighbours have neighbours. E.g. the neigh-
’ bours of y, are players yq4, y3, y1 and you.
T4 Ya
L5 Ys
L6 Ye
L7 Y7
Tg X9 Ys
C.2 Rounds

In this experiment you play several rounds. In each round you take a decision. Depending
on your decision and on the decision of your neighbours you receive points that will be
converted to DM at the end of the experiment.

C.3 Decision

In each round you choose among two decisions. You choose A or B. Your gain depends
on what you have chosen and on how many of your neighbours have chosen A or B.
This relation between choices and gains is the same for all participants.
It will be shown on the screen in the form of a table.

Your neighbours play. . .

You play A

You play B ... Your gain ...

All players choose simultaneously, without knowing the decision of the others.
When all players have made their decision we continue with the next round.

C.4 Information after each round

In each round your receive information about your gain. Additionally you receive infor-
mation about the decision of your neighbours and their gain.

Round | Your Decision | Your Gain Decisions and gain in your neig-

bourhood, ordered by gain

In each row you obtain information about one round. You find your decision and your
gain the second and the third column.

On the right side we show for each of your neighbours the decision of the neighbour
and the obtained gain. The ordering of neighbours in this column depends on the gain
in this period. First comes the neighbour with the highest gain, then the one whose gain
was second, etc.. This implies that in each period a different person can be the first in
the right column.
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C.5 Quiz

Please answer now the questions from the quiz on the computer screen. If you are unsure
how to answer a question, please consult your instructions.



